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What is a blog?

A blog is a user-created website where entries are made in journal style and displayed in a reverse chronological order.

Blogs often provide commentary or news on a particular subject, such as food, politics, or local news; some function as personal online diaries. The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of most blogs. Most blogs are primarily text-based although some focus on photographs (photoblog), sketchblog, videos (vlog), or audio (podcast), and are part of a wider network of social media.

The term "blog" is derived from the phrase "Web log." "Blog" can also be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog (as in “He blogged the whole thing after it happened.”)

The term blog is commonly accredited to the web-journal pioneer Travis Petler. He coined the term on his personal web log in early September of 1997 while studying at Brown University. His use of the word spread to other college campuses where other web logs were present.

As of November 2006, the leading blog search engine Technorati was tracking nearly 60 million blogs. 

(from Wikipedia)
A Growing Trend

There is probably no way to determine an accurate number of teachers who are using blogs as some part of their teaching. However, at the most recent National Council of Computer Education (NCCE) conference in Spokane, there were at least 4 separate breakout sessions dealing with the topic of using blogs in the classroom. 

Ways to Use a Blog

There are a variety of different ways that you can use blogs in the classroom, each with their own pros and cons. In order of increasing ambition …

(1) Standard class web pages. This is the least exciting way of using a classroom blog, but, for many purposes, it is the most practical. Most class web pages consist of a few constant pieces of information – class times and rules, links to the syllabus, etc. – and a few changing features such as announcements. 

(2) Instructor-written blogs. These cover interesting developments that relate to the theme of the course. It’s an easy way to make the issues that you cover in a class more relevant or topical, linking to stories that will show the real world implications.

(3) Online class discussion. Set a discussion question/topic every week, and have students debate it in comments. The conversation is often a little more thought out than in-class discussion, simply because students can think before posting in their responses. This is also much easier to grade fairly than an in-class participation mark – you can go back and look at how students have participated and developed over the semester. 

(4) Free-response blogs. Students create their own blogs on topics of their own choosing. Purists might tell you this is the best and only way to use a blog in class, but it’s also the most “dangerous” because you (the teacher or adviser) cannot control the content of what’s being posted as part of your class assignment. 

A list of reasons why to use blogs in your classroom--

http://www.weblogg-ed.com/why-weblogs
Some blog host sites to check out--

www.21publish.com
www.livejournal.com
http://edublogs.org/
www.blogger.com
www.21classes.com  *launches March 22

Some sample classroom blogs--

http://bobbyfisher.learnerblogs.org/  (HS lit)

http://www.syersbio06.blogspot.com/ (HS biology)

http://nlcommunities.com/communities/grade4gfa/default.aspx (4th grade class/writers workshop)

http://www.guerrillaseason.blogspot.com/ (a classroom blog related exclusively to a book the class is reading)

http://mgsonline.blogs.com/pupilcouncilonline/ (UK high school student council site)

Please visit our class blog at http://sandstorm.21publish.com
(Note: This is the classroom blog for my journalism class. It is shared as an example of what a class blog can look like. You can tailor a blog to any subject area.)

Arapahoe High School Blogging Policy

(Littleton, CO)

This is a set of general guidelines for the use of weblogs (“blogs”) at Arapahoe High School. Blogs are considered an extension of the classroom and therefore are subject to these guidelines as well as the rules and regulations of Arapahoe High School and Littleton Public Schools. The use of school computers is limited to assigned schoolwork; personal blogs that do not pertain to classwork at Arapahoe High School should not be accessed from school computers. These guidelines are not meant to be exhaustive and do not cover every contingency. If you are ever in doubt about the appropriateness of an item - ask a parent or teacher.

Safe and Responsible Blogging

The most basic guideline to remember when blogging is that the blog is an extension of your classroom. You should not write anything on a blog that you would not say or write in your classroom. Use common sense, but if you are ever in doubt ask a teacher or parent whether or not what you are considering posting is appropriate. If you are going to err, err on the safe side. Here are some specific items to consider:

   1. The use of blogs is considered an extension of your classroom. Therefore, any speech that is considered inappropriate in the classroom is inappropriate on a blog. This includes, but is not limited to, profanity; racist, sexist or discriminatory remarks; personal attacks.

   2. Blogs are used primarily as learning tools, either as extensions of conversations and thinking outside of regular class time, or as the basis for beginning new classroom discussions. Either way, be sure to follow all rules and suggestions that are offered by your teachers regarding appropriate posting in your class.

   3. Blogs are about ideas – therefore, agree or disagree with the idea, not the person. Freedom of speech does not give you the right to be uncivil. Use constructive criticism and use evidence to support your position. Read others’ posts carefully – often in the heat of the moment you may think that a person is saying one thing, when really they are not.

   4. Try not to generalize. Sentences that start with words like “All” (e.g., “All teachers,” “All administrators,” “All liberals,” “All conservatives”) are typically going to be too general.

   5. Blogs are public. Whatever you post on a blog can be read by anyone and everyone on the Internet. Even if you delete a post or comment, it has often already been archived elsewhere on the web. Do not post anything that you wouldn’t want your parents, your best friend, your worst enemy, or a future employer to read.

   6. Blog safely. NEVER post personal information on the web (including, but not limited to, last names, personal details including address or phone numbers, or photographs). (Note: The advice to not use your last name is for your protection. Teachers may choose to use their last names for their posts/comments.) Do not, under any circumstances, agree to meet someone you have met over the Internet.

   7. Because your login to the blogging site (e.g., Blogger) is typically linked to your profile, any personal blog you create in class is directly linked to your class blog and must follow these blogging guidelines. In addition to following the information above about not sharing too much personal information (in your profile or in any posts/comments you make), you need to realize that anywhere you use that login links back to your class blog. Therefore, anywhere that you use that login (posting to a separate personal blog, commenting on someone else's blog, etc.), you need to treat the same as a school blog and follow these guidelines. You should also monitor any comments you receive on your personal blog and - if they are inappropriate - delete them. If you would like to post or comment somewhere and not follow these guidelines, you need to create a separate login to the blogging site so that it does not connect back to your class blog. You may not use that login from school computers. We would still recommend you follow the portion of these guidelines that address your personal safety (e.g., not posting personal information, etc.)

   8. Linking to web sites from your blog or blog comments in support of your argument is an excellent idea. But never link to something without reading the entire article to make sure it is appropriate for a school setting.

   9. Use of quotations in a blog is acceptable. Make sure that you follow the proper formatting and cite the source of the quote.

  10. Pictures may be inserted into a blog. Make sure that the image is appropriate for use in a school document and copyright laws are followed. Do not post any images that can identify yourself or others.

Successful Bloggers

The following are some traits of successful bloggers:

   1. Their posts (or comments) are well written. This includes not only good content, but – because these are school-related blogs – also follows writing conventions including spelling, grammar and punctuation.

   2. Their posts (or comments) are responsive. They respond to other people’s ideas – whether it is a post by a teacher, a comment by a student, or an idea elsewhere on the Internet. The power of blogs is in their connectedness – they are connected to a larger community of ideas. Participate in that community.

   3. Their posts (or comments) include textual references to support their opinions. Adding quotes or links to other works strengthens their response.

   4. They participate frequently. To be part of the dialogue, you have to participate fully and consistently.

   5. They are respectful of others. It’s okay to disagree; it’s not okay to be disagreeable. Be respectful of others and their opinions, and be civil when you disagree.

